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Reagan Library topic guides are created by the Library staff from textual material currently available for
research use. Material cited in the topic guides come from these collections:

White House Staff and Office Collections
White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files
White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Alphabetical Files.

The folders and Case Files listed on these topic guides may still have withdrawn material due to Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) restrictions. Most frequently withdrawn material includes national security
classified material, personal privacy issues, protection of the President, etc.

SMITH, SAMANTHA

NOTE:

Samantha Reed Smith, (06/29/1972-08/25/1985) was an American schoolgirl, from Manchester,
Maine who became famous during the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet
Union. In 1982, at age ten, Smith wrote a letter to the newly appointed General Secretary of the
Communist Party, Yuri Andropov, and received a personal reply with a personal invitation to
visit the Soviet Union, which she accepted.

Smith attracted extensive media attention in both countries as a “Goodwill Ambassador”
becoming known as “America’s Youngest Ambassador” and subsequently participating in other
peacemaking activities. With the assistance of her father Arthur (an academic), she wrote a book
about her visit to the Soviet Union, Journey to the Soviet Union. She was killed at the age of
thirteen on August 25, 1985 in the Bar Harbor Airlines Flight 1808 plane crash.
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https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-office-records-management-subject-file-1981-1989
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/subject/white-house-office-records-management-whorm-alphabetical-file-1981-1989
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/civil-aviation
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/ca001/40-654-2813734-CA001-742338-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/countries
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/co165/40-654-6235777-CO165-154386-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/co165/40-654-6235777-CO165-183454-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/co165/40-654-6235777-CO165-345381-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/foreign-affairs
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/fo005/40-654-12019865-FO005-356291-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/foreign-affairs
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https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/fo005-01/40-654-12019865-FO005-01-560761-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/invitations
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/iv084/40-654-12019885-IV084-196929-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/messages
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me001-03/40-654-12019891-ME001-03-340317-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me001-03/40-654-12019891-ME001-03-340387-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me001-03/40-654-12019891-ME001-03-343256-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/messages
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me002-03/40-654-12019891-ME002-03-363442-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me002-03/40-654-12019891-ME002-03-370462-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/messages
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/me003/40-654-12019891-ME003-510342-2018.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/parks-monuments
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/pa002/40-654-3033295-PA002-328562-2017.pdf
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/pa002/40-654-3033295-PA002-471910-2017.pdf
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection/whormsub/peace
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/whormsubject/pc/40-654-2825101-PC-142046-2017.pdf

